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1. Nothing was known of Bulgarian uranium deposits in the past. The beginning of
s¥ploitation of uranivm seems to have been started dwring World War II by the
Germans, who opened ths principal mines in the Bukhovo sres, 20 kilometers north-
aa§t of soﬂ.n The Scviets took possession of these mining zonse when they occu-
pled Bulgaria and bave retained possession ever since.
2. It 48 met known when actual extraction work was begun or what system is wsed. The

year 1948 may be considered to be the date of the beginning of systematic and in-
greasedsa?plm‘Ltntion. The pnunt situation is as follows (informetion through
une 1953)s

a. Mines

- Ths only area producing at present is the ares on the sides of Mount
.. Goten in the Bukhovo zone (mee Lppendix, pages L and 5).

- gh:i d:lt.'t,'action and control of production is completely in the hands of ths
ovietu.

- The diveciion and cemtral offlces are located on Alslin Street in Sofia
(50 or 60 of the men and women are Soviets).

‘b.'m:“

——

« It appears certain that the raw ore extracted contains a large percentage
of uraniume.

= After being clsaned, broken up, and washed; the ores are divided into three
eatagories according to the percentage of radioactiva material centained.

= Ores of the first a.nd ueoond catogoriea -are sealed in boxes after being
washed, v
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.~ Opas of the third catagory are selected in & plant ab Bukhovos

-~ ALl eres are sens to the Yana railroad station for shipment to the USSR
via the port of Varns.

oo Produstion
« Rsporta of the daily production varies from a winimum of 10 toms to 8
neclwim of 100 tons. This would then allegedly mean an annual productiom
varying from 3,000 to 30,000 tons. ‘
= The imposaibdllity of establishing a good estimate of the average produstion
4% abtrilnted te the newnsss of the industry, the lack of detalils for a

‘sompsfative evalustion, and the fact that all informaticon concerning the
mining of wanium is protacted with the most Jealoun 880ty

4. .Ressaroh
- Careful prospecting for pew deposits 1s made and dirested by Soviets in
the seatemn Rhodops area around Kirdshall (N L1-39, B 25.21), Momchilgrad
(¥ 42=32, E 25~23), and Asenovgrad (N L2~59, B 2L=52) .
« Regular axploitation has mot been started in theys srssd,.

The Bukhovo Uzaidis Mines

The Buikhove uranium ares oa the slopea of Mount Goten comprises an srva of approxl-
mataly 10 squers kilemeters, ineluding the follewing wvillagusts

8e Bukhove (N L2=ho, B 23-3U)3

bo Makobsavo (sis--Makwtaeve is loocated at N 42-L2, B 23-bf, whavsas the map in
Appendix, pages b snd 5, locates Makotseve at atout ¥ 4243, B 2302, whiah
im the Kuwello srmes))

oo Koadkovbad (N LZ=47, B 23-30)3

de Beslevhel (N L2-L7, B 23-31);

a. WBElo" op "Ysslo® (ele);

t. Bubunets (N L2-kli; B 23-31); and

go Blesbnitsa (N 42-45, E 23-38).

In 1951, thera wers 5% pits or "Stolnl® (exploitation zoues)e. AL present, with

the opemivg »f new sreas, there are 90 pitas, divided into four sestions, as

followss

8. Devell Sapbumvrl (9 September);

b, Pirvi May (1 Msy);

¢. Seslevbal (msms of tus area); and

d. Goten (mame of the ares).
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The paracmnel force presumably consista of 600 Trudovaks, 160 miners, koo
wWorkers engagsd in various jobs, and 60 Soviets who are employed in dirsctive
capacibles.

Thera are 1B woodsn barracks in the mining zone. In 1951, a village with sbout
100 small houses for workers and tecimicians was built up betwesn Yans and
Bukbovee. Rosds and other bulldings are preasntly vader nopstraction in this area.
A plant for proocsssing the third category of ore has allegedly been bullt &b
Bukhovoe

Thres huodred goldiers under the direction of Soviets ars wmpleyed as guerds. The
mining sres is enclesed with a barbed wire fencs and aces3s intn the area ls
probdbited.
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